Managing rural health care reform.
Rural health care requires a response system that is unique and substantially different from other, more traditional systems of health care delivery. Any reform of the present rural health care system must offer services that include the public health sector as well as other aspects of the social "safety net." The authors present a vivid picture of the multiple realities operating in the rural environment, and they explore the opportunity for the creation of Accountable Health Plans suitable for the rural health care delivery mechanism.